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New Trends in Modern Arabic Poetry

Meraj Ahmad Meraj

Abstract: Arabic literature the Modern period, often referred to in Arabic as al-Nahdah
(renaissance), requires an approach that is at once simpler and more complicated. The
Nahdah was in fact a product of a fruitful meeting two forces: the indigenous tradition,
and the imported western forms. Moreover, the change from the past was an extremely
slow and gradual process. Today Arabic poetry is the most important and most popular
literary medium in the Arab world, and the literary mode that “best reflects their sense of
self-identity, history and cultural values”. Modern Arabic poetry is obviously the poetry
of the modern Arab world, and this is generally assumed to begin with the French
campaign in Egypt in 1798. The poetic literary genre can be explained by considering the
literary heritage that is bestowed on the Arabs. They have a strong connection to classical
poets. Arabic poetry had passed through almost all the phases of development which
western poetry experienced over three centuries. The aim of this paper is to present a
prosodic analysis and description of new trends in modern Arabic poetry and its impact
on Arab society.

Key Words: Modern Movement, Western Modernity, Pioneers of the Modernity. Modernism in Arabic
Poetry
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