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Direct Foreign Investment and Its Role in Economic Development in Sudan (2000-
2010)
Elfatih Mohmed Osman"”

Abstract: This research describes and analyzes the direct foreign investment and its
role in economic development in Sudan. First, it explicates the concept of direct
foreign investment. Then it sheds light on the obstacles that confronted the investment,
and analyzes the role of direct foreign investment to achieve the economic
development in Sudan. Moreover, it shows crucial role of direct foreign investment
for developing countries as whole. The researcher reached some findings. There are a
lot of obstacles and problems made foreign investment below the required level.
Investment in Sudan lacks investment map that represent the foreign investor's Guide
that describes all the possibilities of investment and the needs of foreign investor in
Sudan, In addition, the political and security instability represents major obstacles to
investment in Sudan., the results also showed that direct foreign investment
contributed to the transfer of technology and the development of employment skills. In
addition, to contributed the financing of development investment operations, These
investments were concentrated in particular sectors such as oil, telecommunications,
banking, cement and sugar industries whereas in the agricultural sector, the trend
was weak. Based on these results, it is recommended to remove all obstacles that face
direct foreign investment in Sudan including the investment map that shows the
potential investment projects, Armed conflicts and political struggles for positions
should be stopped.

Key words: direct foreign investment, impediments to foreign investment, economic development, Sudan.
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